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and rudeness; and with a candid condescension added,
< Ladies, you must not think ill of my cousin William, because
he is not quite so much your humble servant as I am: not-
withstanding his little rusticities, want of polish, gallantry, and
so forth, things that are not in every man's power, I can assure
you there is not a better man in the world; except that he is
so entirely given up to business, which indeed ruins a man for
everything else.'

The apologist little imagined he was at this moment infinitely
more awkward and ill-bred than the person whom he affected
to pity and to honour with his protection. Our hero continued
to be upon the best terms possible with himself and with Miss
Maude Germaine, during the remainder of this day. He dis-
covered that this lady intended to pass a fortnight with a

relation of hers in the town of------. He waited upon her the

next day, to give her an account of the manner in which he
had executed some commissions about the choice of china with
which she had honoured him.

One visit led to another, and Charles Darford was delighted
to find himself admitted into the society of such very genteel
persons. At first, he was merely proud of being acquainted
with a lady of Miss Maude Germaine's importance, and con-
tented himself with boasting of it to all his acquaintance; by
degrees, he became more audacious ; he began to fancy himself
in love with her, and to flatter himself she would not prove
inexorable. The raillery of some of his companions piqued
him to make good his boast; and he determined to pay his
addresses to a lady who, they all agreed3 could never think of
a man in business.

Our hero was not entirely deluded by his vanity : the lady's
coquetry contributed to encourage his hopes. Though she
always spoke of him to her friends as a person whom it was
impossible she could ever think of for a moment, yet as soon
as he made a declaration of his love to her, she began to
consider that a manufacturer might have common sense, and
even some judgment and taste. Her horror of people in
business continued in full force ; but she began to allow there
was no general rule that did not admit of an exception. When
her female friends laughed, following the example she had set
them, at Charles Darford, her laughter became fainter than
theirs; and she was one evening heard to ask a stranger, who
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